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Interdisciplinary Mentality and Transcultural Quality: The American
Experience and Its Implications for Undergraduate

Education in China

ZANG Xiaojia, CHE Xianggian, YIN Xiaohuang

Abstract : Under the guidance of the “Double First-Class” initiative, higher education in China has
entered a new stage of intensive growth and connotative development. Reflections on its progress in a
broader global context can help us improve the quality of undergraduate education in China and direct
its progress to better adapt to our rapidly changing era. In particular, examining the American experi-
ence allows us to see how its top-tiered universities have adapted to societal changes to transform
themselves into diversified and multi-dimensional institutions and establish a successful general under-
graduate education system. Their core concept—building highly interdisciplinary learning and transcul-
tural studies programs to cultivate students’ critical thinking ability and foster their understanding of the
importance of the humanities in a global context—can benefit undergraduate education in China. By
setting up diversified and differentiated goals and deepening multi-layered and interdisciplinary integra-
tions, we can further promote the intensive growth of our universities and help our students raise their
awareness of their role as global citizens, thus succeeding in better training innovative talents needed
in our rapidly globalizing era.
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