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The Identity Between Lu Xun and Hu Shi in Their Attitudes

Towards Japan After the September 18 Incident

WANG Binbin

Abstract; Since the 1990s, there have been many studies comparing Lu Xun and Hu Shi. The basic
approach the researchers have adopted is to discern and reveal the differences between the two key fig-
ures in modern Chinese history. The reason for this methodological choice is that in the eyes of many
researchers, Lu Xun and Hu Shi were always contradictory and confrontational to each other. In fact,
this presupposition is largely a misunderstanding. Although Lu and Hu differed from each other in ide-
ology, the differences are only manifested at certain specific conceptual aspects rather than in all fun-
damental issues. After the September 18 Incident, Lu Xun, who favored resistance, and Hu Shi, who
was in support of making peace, did have differences in their understanding of the issue of Japan.
However, they were also similar to each other in their attitude towards Japan. The fundamental simi-
larity between them is to rise above nationalism. To be specific, in the war environment, both of them
could still have a clear understanding of Japan and maintain that the Chinese should learn from the
strengths of the Japanese, hoping for the return of the friendship between China and Japan.
Keywords: Lu Xun; Hu Shi; nationalism; Sino-Japanese friendship
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