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What “Small” Means in “Small-holding Peasants” .
Moral Values of Small-holding Peasants in Marx’s
The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte and

Its Methodological Significance

WANG Lulu

Abstract; In his The Eighieenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparie, taking “the allotment of land” as the
starting point for understanding French peasantry, Marx follows the logical path from “the small allot-
ment of land” to “the narrow space of social interaction” and to “the minimal overlap of interests” to

make his reasoning about the characteristics of the small-holding peasants and argues that the word

< ¢

“small” in “small-holding peasants” means not only that the land they cultivate is small, but also that
the space where they live and interact with each other is small, their vision and social relations are
limited, and their social and political status is relatively low. On this basis, Marx points out that the
moral values of the small-holding peasants show the characteristics of backwardness, conservatism, su-
perstition, and bias. Such an analysis made by Marx is a classical application of the methodology of
historical materialism, and has vividly demonstrated how to apply this methodology, thus providing
rich theoretical and methodological resources for us to understand the moral values of the farmers in the
development of contemporary Chinese rural society.

Keywords ; Karl Marx; The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte ; small-holding peasants; allotment
of land; moral values of peasants
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