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Improvement in Left-behind Children’s Positive Reciprocity Behaviors

Induced by Moral Emotional Training
LI Zhimin

Abstract ; Positive reciprocity is an important phenotype of individual’s prosocial behaviors. The rela-
tionship between left-behind children’s emotion and prosocial behaviors has been a hot topic in recent
years. Moral emotion is thought to be able to promote children’s prosocial behaviors. However, it
requires investigation to confirm whether moral emotional training can lead to the improvement in left-
behind children’s positive reciprocity behaviors. Using scenario experiment, this study compared the
difference in positive reciprocity behaviors of 60 four-year-old left-behind children( M =4.23, SD =
2.56) before and after the moral emotional training, in order to investigate the improvement in their
positive reciprocity behaviors. The results of this study indicate that; (1)comparatively speaking, the
positive reciprocity behaviors of four-year-old left-behind children are not frequently observed;
(2) moral emotional training has significantly improved their positive reciprocity behaviors. Therefore ,
moral emotional training could be an effective method to improve children’s positive reciprocity.
Parents and preschool teachers should emphasize the moral emotional training of left-behind children in
order to facilitate their development of prosocial behaviors.

Keywords :left-behind children; positive reciprocity behaviors; moral emotion
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