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Curriculum Generalization: Its Facets, Process and Value

WU Xiaoling

Abstract ; Curriculum generalization results from the mutual promotion between theoretical study and
practice exploration over the recent 20 years. The development of this phenomenon can be divided into
4 stages or dimensions; the generalization of concept, the gist of which can be captured by the
statement of “Everything is curriculum” ; the generalization of rights and duties, the gist of which can
be captured by the statement of “Everyone can make curriculum” ; the generalization of resources, the
gist of which can be captured by the statement of “Everything can be curriculum” ; and the generaliza-
tion of skills, the gist of which can be captured by the statement of “Everything should be incorporated
into curriculum”. Suspending the negative comments on curriculum generalization and analyzing it
with an open, dialectical and procedural perspective, we can find that the generalization of curriculum
concept originates from and is beneficial for the construction of various curriculum thoughts; the
generalization of curriculum rights promotes the conversion from the curriculum policy and theory into
practice; the generalization of curriculum resources liberates the practitioner’s curriculum imagination ;
and the generalization of curriculum skills is helpful for the neglected educational fields and activities
to recover their educational status and value.

Keywords : curriculum generalization; curriculum concept; curriculum rights and duties; curriculum
resources ; curriculum skills
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