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Approach to and Reflection on the Top-level Design of Basic

Education Reform: 1980—2020

RUAN Chengwu

Abstract ; Since the beginning of the new era, the approach to top-level design for basic education
reform has undergone a series of changes. In terms of the target, the dual model of improving people’s
quality and cultivating talents and the transitional model of turning the “examination-oriented educa-
tion” into an education aiming at improving people’s quality comprehensively have been replaced by an
integrated model of “nurturing a new generation of capable young people who have a good and all-
round moral, intellectual, physical, and aesthetical grounding and are well-prepared to join the social-
ist cause”. The institutional mechanism which allowed the power and responsibility to be moved down
to local governments and transferred to the market and society has finally developed into an overall
planning system and mechanism which systematically implements the fundamental task of producing
virtous educated citizens. In terms of the path adopted, instead of the past method of seeking break-
throughs in key areas and pursuing a systematic and comprehensive reform around the central goal,
currently we focus on a comprehensive and deep reform characterized by systematization, integrity and
coordination. Comparatively speaking, the top-level design of education reform is relatively lagging
behind and the top-down reform is short of social participation and supervision. Facing the plan of
“Education Modernization 2035” | the basic education reform should strengthen the foundation and
guidance of the top-level design, enhance social participation and supervision, and establish sound
implementation, feedback, evaluation, and accountability mechanisms.
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