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Time Management in Chinese Traditional Shuyuan . Institutional Changes,

Structural Functions and Contemporary Implications
LI Yugian

Abstract ; Effective time management ensured the normal operation of traditional Chinese shuyuan 5552
(a traditional Chinese education institute ) , restricted the implementation and direction of its educa-
tional and practical activities, and shaped the general outlook and basic structure of the traditional
Chinese education institutes. This paper is intended to examine the history of changes in the time
management system of traditional Chinese shuyuan and has found that “political time” was involved in
guiding and planning the training objectives of shuyuan through top-down intervention by the authori-
ties; “measurement time” was involved in developing the educational habits of the students through
the measurement and division of time units; and “ritual time” was used to attain the moral education
of the students in the shuyuan through fostering the atmosphere and the rehearsal of the ritual proce-
dures at fixed moments. The implications for contempary Chinese schools drawn from the review of the
time management practiced by traditional Chinese shuyuan system are that our schools should return to
the original position of the whole-person education and increase the flexibility of time management;
follow the laws of education and strengthen the institutional rationality of time management; and
emphasize cultural construction and enrich the meaningful composition of ritual time in schools.
Keywords : traditional Chinese shuyuan; time management; institutional changes; time structure
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