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R K L 298 - RS (John Biggs) , BABOGTE T VEESE " 19 BHHLAEIE
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Top Students’ Deep Learning Motivation: A Study Focusing on Two
Kinds of Interests and Based on the Survey of 12

“Top Talents Plan” Universities in China

LV Linhai

Abstract ; Interest is a key element in learning motivation containing various positive emotions,

3

showing two levels with a progressive relationship; i. e. “interest in learning” in the basic sense and
“interest in knowledge acquisition” in the deep sense. Through the questionnaire survey of 1,610
“Top Talents Plan” undergraduates from 12 universities in China, we have made the following find-
ings. Firstly, “top students” perform better on the two kinds of interests. But there is a trend of
decline in both types of learning interests over the four undergraduate years. Secondly, two kinds of
interests have significant positive influence on students’ two kinds of deep learning, and in particular
the “interest in knowledge acquisition” has more intensive effects than the “interest in learning” in the
basic sense mentioned above. Thirdly, two kinds of interests have a significant “mediation effect” in
the chain from “environment perception” to “deep learning”. Specifically, good teaching has an
“complete mediation effect” , while interactive teaching has a “partial mediation effect”. With regard
to these findings, it is necessary for us to deeply reflect on “the viewpoint imbedded in interest
regarding deep learning as a quality of learning”; to critically think about the “importance of the
interest in knowledge acquisition” ; and to reflectively understand the “differences in the influence of
good teaching and interactive teaching on deep learning”.

Keywords : deep learning; top talents plan; learning interest; research on learning

About the author: LV Linhai, PhD in Education, is Professor and PhD Supervisor at Institute of Ed-
ucation, Nanjing University ( Nanjing 210093).

088



