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Metaphysical Educational Philosophy : Existential Predicament

and Spiritual Resolution

LV Shouwei

Abstract ; Metaphysical educational philosophy is the initial form of educational philosophy, which has
experienced two paradigms: ontological metaphysics based on “the existence of the world” and
consciousness metaphysics based on “the existence of man”. The ontological metaphysics focuses on
the exploration of the nature of education, while the metaphysics of consciousness establishes the
subjective philosophy of education. However, in the post-metaphysical era, the metaphysical philoso-
phy of education has encountered unprecedented challenges imposed by the pragmatic educational
philosophy, the analytical educational philosophy, and the post-modernist educational philosophy. The
dilemma of the traditional metaphysical educational philosophy is due to its failure to realize that the
essence of “existence” lies in “co-existence”. Zhao Tingyang’s “ co-existence theory” offers a
promising prospect for rising above the predicament faced by the metaphysical educational philosophy.
However, he based the necessity of “co-existence” on man’s selfish nature and ignored the spiritual
characteristics of co-existence, thus making education face the risk of vulgarization and nihilation of
spirit. On the contrary, Hegel built metaphysics on the basis of “the co-existence of the spirit” , thus
bringing hope for rising above the dilemma of the metaphysical educational philosophy.
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